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A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE FLATHEAD COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES TO REVIEW ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS FOR A NEW MAIN 

LIBRARY WAS HELD ON AUGUST 25, 2009 AT THE MAIN LIBRARY AT 9:00AM 

 

PRESENT: Jane Lopp (Chair) 
  Terry Petersen (Vice-Chair)   Kim Crowley (Library Director) 
  Kristi Hatfield (Trustee)   Karen Marr (Minute Clerk)       
  Laura Long (Trustee)          Stewart Harvey (Foundation Dir) 
  Terry Petersen (Trustee)   
   
ABSENT:       

 
WELCOME: Lopp called the meeting to order at 9:05 am and welcomed those present. 
Lopp introduced the Library Board of Trustees and staff, Citizens Advisory Committee for 
Library Facilities, Flathead County Library Foundation, Friends of the Library and County 
Administrator Mike Pence. Commissioner Joe Brenneman was introduced later.   
 

 PRESENTATION OF CONCEPTUAL DRAWINGS FOR A NEW MAIN LIBRARY: 

(Leistiko) 

Architects Northwest, CTA Architects and Engineers and Nick Fullerton Architects were each 
allotted 45 minutes to present their conceptual drawings to the Library Board and the audience. 
Questions were asked by Board members. 
 
OPEN TIME FOR PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING CONCEPTUAL DRAWINGS: 
There was time for public comment regarding the conceptual drawings. Connie Leistiko, Board 
liaison to the Facilities Advisory Committee, thanked the Facilities Committee for their 
commitment and hard work in selecting the three properties. 

1. Bob Lopp asked if there is the potential for expansion in the future at each site.  
2. Connie Leistiko asked about the water table levels in regard to underground parking 

availability. 
3. A question was asked about the Flathead Industries site having another exit onto 

Fourth Ave so it isn’t a bottleneck getting in and out on Fifth Ave. 
4. Comment: Regardless of site, hopefully a roof top garden will be considered. 
5. Could the Glacier Discount site on Fifth Ave be purchased and used for parking 

instead of building underground parking? 
6. Comment: Nothing has been said if the Church is willing to sell to expand the current 

library location. Chair Lopp explained that in doing the concepts, the architects were 
given specifics on building size and number of parking spaces without knowing if the 
Church is for sale or whether the City would consider vacating the alley. 

7. Comment: Underground parking seems like the best way to proceed since buildings are 
already taking up space and this would eliminate purchasing more land. 

8. Comment: The Manion site seems to have more underground parking than is necessary 
and might be leased to other downtown businesses for their employees. 
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9. Michael Collins said the goal of the concepts project was to explore the three top sites 
identified by the facilities committee to see what each could accommodate. Architects 
have done a great job in showing options that could be used at any site. 

  

 

ACCEPTANCE OF AND THANK YOU FOR CONCEPTUAL DRAWINGS (Action) 

MOVED BY C LEISTIKO, “that the Board accept the three conceptual drawings presented 
today, and offers their thanks to the three architectural firms.  Each firm will receive an 
honorarium of $1,000.”  
SECONDED BY T PETERSEN  CARRIED 
Leistiko then asked Crowley to present each firm with their $1,000 honorarium. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 11:45AM         
. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING: August 27, 2009 at 9:00am at the Main Library. 


