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A REGULAR MEETING OF THE FLATHEAD COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES WAS HELD ON AUGUST 27, 2009 AT THE MAIN LIBRARY AT 

9:00AM  

 

PRESENT: Jane Lopp (Chair)    Kim Crowley (Library Director) 
  Terry Petersen (Vice Chair)       Karen Marr (Minute Clerk)              

Kristi Hatfield (Trustee)   Tracy Cook (Montana State Library) 
  Connie Leistiko (Trustee)   Jonathan Smith (Deputy County Atty)  
  Laura Long (Trustee)    
   
 
WELCOME: Lopp called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. and welcomed those present. 

 The Board of Trustees, Library Director Kim Crowley, Office Administrator Karen Marr, 
Deputy County Attorney Jonathan Smith, and Montana State Library Statewide Consulting 
Librarian Tracy Cook were introduced. 

 

 OPEN TIME FOR PERSONS TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:   
  

Patricia A. Treat, Evergreen, read a letter dated August 27, 2009 and addressed to the Board 
stating that she was “recently informed that a private property owner has offered to donate some 
property in Evergreen for a Library.”   
 
Anne Shaw Moran, Whitefish, read a letter dated August 27, 2009 and signed by Marge Fisher, 
Jerry Hanson, Connie Heckathorn, I. James “Jake” Heckathorn, and herself questioning the 
Flathead County Library System management of the Whitefish Branch Library.   
 
I. James “Jake” Heckathorn, Whitefish, stated he is leading a campaign to get Whitefish out from 
under the Flathead County Library System. He also stated he intends to get the best plaintiff’s 
attorney to represent harassed Whitefish Branch employees and he wants the American flag to be 
removed from the Community Room at the Whitefish Branch Library and placed in its previous 
location. 
 
Marge Fisher, Whitefish, read a letter from Billie Bartlett, a former Flathead County Library 
System employee.  
 
Dr. John Forsburg, Whitefish, objected to the American flag being moved to the Community 
Room at the Whitefish Branch Library. 
 
Jake Heckathorn, on behalf of John Bartlett of Whitefish, objected to the American flag being 
moved to the Community Room at the Whitefish Branch Library. 
 
Lopp closed the public comment time at 9:45am and stated that the concerns expressed would be 
referred to appropriate persons for future response to the Board. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

MOVED BY C LEISTIKO, “that the minutes from the July 23, 2009 regular meeting are 
approved as presented.” 
SECONDED BY L LONG        CARRIED 

MOVED BY C LEISTIKO, “that the minutes from the Personnel Hearing on August 7, 2009 are 
approved as presented.” 
SECONDED BY L LONG        CARRIED 

 

 NEW BUSINESS: 
            A. Annual Board Retreat: Lopp  

 The annual Library Board Retreat will be September 2, 2009 from 8:30 to 4:30 in the 
conference room of Jane Lopp & Associates located at 295 3rd Ave EN, Kalispell.  It will 
include a working lunch. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

             A. Architects Presentation: Leistiko   
1. The Architect presentations went above and beyond the $1,000 honorarium they 

received. 
2. A follow-up letter of appreciation will be sent to each of the firms. 
3. The concepts will be available for the public to view.  Leistiko, Crowley, and                        

Harvey will work on a schedule. 
4. It was suggested that the Advisory Committee should meet soon. 

 

REPORTS:   

A. Financial Report: Marr 

           1. June reports are still not final but the payroll accrual has been figured and the 
transfer to the Capital Improvement Fund is $61,744.02 

 2. July reports are just preliminary but fairly accurate. 
 

MOVED BY L LONG, “that the Preliminary Financial Reports from the month of June, 2009 
and July, 2009 are accepted.” 

SECONDED BY C LEISTIKO  CARRIED  

   
  

 B. Director’s Report: Crowley 

  1. July Statistics: 

Crowley presented the July statistics that show checkouts system wide are up by 
13%.  The five-year increase for the month of July is nearly 50%, a testament to 
the success of the summer reading program. 

  2. Building remodel updates: 
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 Crowley met with Bob Keenan in Bigfork to discuss a donation of $10,000 to be 
used for computer furniture, comfortable seating and a new conference table for 
the Bigfork Branch Library.      

  3. Building Committee Report: discussed during “unfinished business” 

      

 

Lopp thanked Cook and Smith for attending the meeting. 
 

 ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING: September 24, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. at the Main Library. 


